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Message
From: Kelley, leff [kelley.jeff@epa.gov]
Sent: 7/12/2018 2:30:18 PM
To: Stepp, Cathy [stepp.cathy@epa.gov]; Thiede, Kurt [thiede kurt@epa.gov]; Payne, James [payne.james@epa.gov]
CC: Rowan, Anne [rowan.anne@epa.gov]
Subject: Fwd: VICE Investigation on Flint Water Testing Cheating By Michigan Department of Environmental Quality —EPA
Comment
n ]
|
Ex. 7(A); Ex. 5 Deliberative Process
Jeff Kelley

Director, Office of External Communications
U.S. EPA Region 5
ph: 312-353-1159

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Jones, Enesta" <Jones Enesta@epa.gov>

Date: July 12, 2018 at 8:55:07 AM CDT

To: "Lippert, Allison" <lippert.allison@epa.gov>, "Grantham, Nancy"

<Grantham Nancy@epa.gov>, "Kelley, Jeff" <kelley jeffi@epa gov>, "Rowan, Anne"
<rowan.anne(@epa.gov>, "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard Andrea(@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: VICE Investigation on Flint Water Testing Cheating By Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality—EPA Comment

From: Jordan Chariton <jordanchariton(@protonmail.com>

Date: July 12, 2018 at 9:53:49 AM EDT

To: "jones.enestaf@epa.gov" <jones.enesta@epa.gov>, "nowotarski. allison@epa.gov"
<nowotarski.allison@epa.gov>

Subject: VICE Investigation on Flint Water Testing Cheating By Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality—EPA Comment

Reply-To: Jordan Chariton <jordanchariton(@protonmail.com>

Good Morning Enssts,

This ig Jordan Chariton, 8 joumalist who's reported on the ground in Flint 11 times since August
2018 and was just there for seversh weeks reporting. Afler kKnocking on nearly 400 doors, |
unzoverad that Michigen Department of Environmental Quality officials, and the workers in Flint's
CORE program i trained 1o go door (o door 1o test waler, Improperly tested water for lead and
popper in at least 30 homes by running the water for several minutes belore taking the sample (n
some cases, for 10-20 minuies). | also found 10 other homes whers residents were instrucied by
both MDEG officials and CORE officials to run thelr water before they look walsr samples. | also
found saveral homes where lesting coourred [ate in the day when water was already ussed.

Overall, 17 of the 30 homes where | found improper testing were part of the stale's sentinel testing
program, which was the focus group of homes usaed o declars that the waler was back below EPA
raguiations. That was also the dats Governor Snyder oited when shutling down the oify's water pods
in Aprll. Based on the Lead and Copper Fuls, this testing i3 a blatant viclation of the reguiation which
mandaies waler be stagnant for a minimum of sbe-hours before sampling, And tellingly, MDEQs own
sampling instruction video on iUs YouTube channsl sgid "Remember, do not fush any waler from
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the faucet before you take the sample” until MDEGQ deleted that YouTube channel and the
aforementionsd sampling instruction video over the Izs1 8 days {(weird iming—considerning |
publicly have sald Dwas working on 2 story about the waler testing and MDEQ Hushing). Fortunatsly,
{ saved the vides and have it downioadsed.

More detzils: | found one home where an MDEQ official's Bushed lest produced lead ranging from
2ppb to Hpoh—but when the EPA came oul, presumably without flushing before running the {est—
they found 85oph. | also found a home whers an EPA official came and tested lale in the day aflsr
Jpm owhen waler was glready in use—and the homsowner convayed that but the official tesiad
anvway (gt the momeant, T don't plan on including that example in the storyy, | also found evidence of
MDEG lsaving blank on testing resulls who collected the walsr sample at homes they did so {and
putting down that residents coliectsd the sample whan they didn),

This investigative story s currently scheduled o come oul next week on VICE.com. Baing that the
EPA plaved a part in choosing the sentingl homes Tor waler esting, and also plaved a role in having
MDOEG take ovar the {asting in 2018, and frankly—has been lied to before by MDEG— would ike an
official comment from the EPA on mwy findings. All of the residents at these homes are on the
record. Hers are some guestions-Pd appraciate on the record answers by IDmMomow moming.

1Y Is running water right before eking a waler sample for lead and copper g violation of the EPA
Lead and Copper Rula?

2} Does running water right before taking a watsr sample for lsad lower the polential quantiles of
lead, copper, and other heayy maetals that might be detected. If 50, by how much? And how
specifically does fushing lower the potential for lsad to be detected?

33 The EFA instructed/advised MDEQG o stop the practice of pre-flushing the night before 2 walsr
test in 2018, EPA official Miguel Del Toral was shown through FOIA D emails in 2015 1o be sounding
the alarm on this practics when Flint oty officials were doing it Does the agenoy consider day-of
flushing right before a water test worse than pre-flushing?

41 Is there any scenario where flushing right before a waler {est for lead and copper s an accepiable
practics?

5y Is it g violation of chain of custody issue if an MDEG officisl left the fisld for "sample collecied ™
blank or wrongly put down 2 resident collecied the sample when D was in fact an MDEQ official?

&Y With 30 residents on the record that thelr water was Hushed before testing, 10 more on the record
that they were nstructsd o flush when they tested, and the other violations found, how oan Flint
residents or the wider Amearican public belisve that the entire Flint water testing done by MDEQ was
valid, credible, and without more widespread cheating that makes the testing data null and void?
After all, these numbers came only from knocking on 400 doors,

7y Sterrming off of question 8, with these violations and wider doubt on all of the testings integrity,
should Flird be retestied cibywide by an independent, non-federally or siale funded scientist. i so,
when should that lesting ocour and who should pay for d?

81 Since we found g large number of sentingl homes had this chaatling oocur, should the water pods
be reopensd (he sentingd home data was what MDEQ olled 1o declare lead lavels wers measting
EFA regulstions along with Govemor Snvder oiling sentine data when he shut down walsr pods).

8y Lastly, Govemor Snyder declared during his 2018 State of the Slale that "the buck slops with me”
and he'd " iU Should he be held accouniable for what seems like pretly bistant chesating from his
srvironmental agency on gn issue a8 important and sensitive as lead in Fint's waler?

Look forward to vour response.

Jordan
5188887125
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Sent with ProtonMail Secure Email.



